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Teaching Literature to Change Lives
(Integrating Character and Values into Literature)

Note: I blogged this entire workshop at http://www.valuesblog.blogspot.com , so that you don’t have to write down the content. Just enjoy, interact and write down practical ideas that might work for you. 

Introduction

Why shoot for life change in the classroom? 

· To help our students become more successful in school. 

· To help our students achieve a successful life. (The top success factors listed by successful business people and great accumulators of wealth.) 

Success Factor 


#1 - Being well disciplined 

#2 - Getting along with people 


#3 - Being honest with all people 


#4 - Working harder than most people


Having a high IQ/Superior Intellect
Total Responding Either 
“Very Important” or “Important”

95%

94%

90%

88%

(Only 20% said “very important.” They typically had “C” averages.)


"The good-to-great companies placed greater weight on character attributes than on specific educational background, practical skills, specialized knowledge, or work experience." (Jim Collins, in Good to Great) 

“Somebody once said that in looking for people to hire, you look for three qualities: integrity, intelligence, and energy. And if they don't have the first, the other two will kill you.'' (Warren Buffett, in the Omaha World Herald, February 1, 1994)

· To help change society. 
· To produce motivated, lifelong learners. 


“In times of profound change, the learners inherit the earth, while the learned find themselves beautifully equipped to deal with a world that no longer exists.” (Al Rogers, Global Schoolhouse Network)

· To produce thinkers and innovators rather than just memorizers. 

· To make teaching more fun and fulfilling. 

How to Become a Life-Changer

Change Agent #1: Add “life-change” or “success” to your class goals. 

Change Agent #2: Get to know your students.  

Class Survey:


1 – Things I enjoy doing. (Please be specific: fishing, watching baseball, playing guitar, etc.)

2 – Style of music I enjoy and favorite musicians.

3 – Favorite celebrities. 

4 – Things I’d like to be good at.  (Weightlifting, school, baton, band, Halo, World of Warcraft, etc.)

5 – People I most admire and why.

6 – Some vocations that interest me.  


Relevant principles from Dale Carnegies’ classic – How to Win Friends and Influence People (I revised the wording for teachers):

· “Become Genuinely Interested in Your Students.”

· “Be a Good Listener. Encourage Your Students to Talk about Themselves.”

· “The Big Secret to Dealing with Students” = “Give Honest and Sincere Appreciation.”

· “Talk in Terms of Your Students’ Interests”

Change Agent #3: Keep a list of traits in mind. 

· The list of character traits for Georgia. Valuable for comprehensiveness and grouping.  

http://character-education.info/resources/lesson_plans_curriculum.htm 

· Dr. Thomas Lickona’s list. Valuable for its universality. 

http://character-education.info/Articles/TheContentofOurCharacter.pdf 

· Benjamin Franklin’s list. Valuable for its practicality. 
http://character-education.info/Money/grow_in_wisdom.htm (See under “Activities, Discussions and Questions”)
· Professor Stanley’s list. Valuable for its connection with success. 

http://character-education.info/members/Success_keys_learn_from_successful_people.htm 


Change Agent #4: In analyzing literature, allow for reflection on real life. 

Romeo and Juliet

1.      What were the names of the feuding families? (Montague and Capulet)
2.      How might this story have ended differently had these families been tolerant and forgiving rather than feuding?
3.    Although we don’t know from the story, how do you think that this feud might have begun?
4.    Do you think the feuding would stop after the Romeo and Juliet’s death? Why or why not?
5.    Imagine that you were a member of one of the families prior to Romeo and Juliet’s deaths. What could you have done to stop the feuding?
6.    What makes our prejudices so hard to overcome? (Pride, inability to forgive, repeated acts of unkindness by the other party)
7.    Imagine that this story was retold about a girl and guy on our campus (or in our city). What two feuding groups might they belong to? (Hispanic versus White, White Versus Black, Band versus Jocks, Alternative versus Preppie, Rich versus Poor, etc.)
8.    What kinds of consequences could take place down the road if these feuds aren’t put to rest?
9.    What can we do personally to help bring peace among these groups?

(Two example lessons based on literature: www.character-education.info , members section, see Romeo and Juliet and Twelve Angry Men.)

Benefits of Real Life Reflection:

1) It pulls in the practical students who are motivated by “why should I be studying this?”
2) It pulls in the creative, outside of the box thinkers. 

Change Agent #5: Open your life in appropriate ways

Two ways to use personal stories: 

a. Tie them seamlessly into the literature. 
b.   Have a weekly “success moment.” 

Change Agent #6: Use character and life skills resources to tie literature insights into real life. 

Try to incorporate all three character goals: 

Know the good

Desire the good

Do the good

Find resources organized by character traits at www.character-education.info . 

Change Agent #7: Develop a class culture of caring.

Fifty Ways to Show Kids You Care  

http://character-education.info/Articles/Showing_Kids_You_Care.htm 

Article on improving the school climate: 

http://character-education.info/Articles/Climate_Change.htm 

Article on developing compassion in students: 

http://character-education.info/Articles/instilling_compassion_in_students.htm 

Change Agent #8: Choose texts that lend themselves to life change.  

Books That Build Character, by William Kilpatrick and Gregory and Suzanne M. Wolfe – Three hundred books, from elementary through the teen years, that are especially useful for instilling character. 

Change Agent #9: Keep learning about teaching to change lives. 

Recommended books: 

Educating for Character: How Our Schools Can Teach Respect and Responsibility, by Thomas Lickona (Bantam Books, New York: 1991).

Character Matters: How to Help Our Children Develop Good Judgment, Integrity, and Other Essential Virtues, by Thomas Lickona (Simon & Schuster, New York: 2004).

Building Character in Schools: Practical Ways to Bring Instruction to Life, by Kevin Ryan & Karen E. Bohlin ( Jossey-Bass, San Francisco: 1999).

Also see our collection of articles at www.character-education.info . Share your ideas and ask questions on our new forum. 

The Character Education Partnership has a blog that many people contribute to. Join the discussion at www.character.org and click on “Join the Discussion on Performance Values” on the left column. Don’t forget about my character blog at http://www.valuesblog.blogspot.com .

Conclusion: Go change a life!  

 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Evaluation 

(Please be completely honest, so that I can improve!)

What I liked about the presentation:

What I thought could have improved the presentation: 

